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a) Social dimensions: Family, 
neighborhood, friends and society
• Social dimensions : The social dimension might 

be defined as all obstacles to access, progress 
and completion in higher education – with the 
strongest emphasis on obstacles to access to 
higher education.

• Family: Growing up in different types of family 
structures can be looked at from various dimensions like 
traditional families, non traditional families, low income 
families and prosperous families. The family structures 
and child rearing practices play an important role in the 
socialization of the individual and her/his future 
personality is shaped accordingly.



Peer group: Friends 
1. Peer group influence may be traced from the time a child is three or so when s/he 

begins to mingle with people outside the immediate family. 
2. From such an early age, children form meaningful relationships with their peers, 

who seem to exert influence on them. Since they mostly belong to the same age 
group, they tend to interact freely without inhibitions.

3. This type of constant and unrestrained socialization with the peer group helps an 
individual acquire very important lessons.

4. By becoming part of a peer group, children begin to break away from their parents’ 
authority and learn to make friends and decisions on their own. If you happen to 
watch children at play you may observe how they incorporate various strategies like 
negotiation, dominance, leadership, cooperation, compromise, etc. without any 
directions from elders.

5. Peer socialization equips them with the ability to understand the nuances of group 
interaction and act accordingly.

6. Peer influence is such that some children begin to challenge the dominant power of 
parents and family. 

7. It overshadows the parental influence as time goes on especially in the adolescent 
stage. When children realize that the standards of their peer group are not similar 
to the standards upheld by family they feel disillusioned. In rapidly changing 
societies parents are often heard complaining that their children are becoming 
more and more rebellious. This is true because the child refuses to accept parental 
authority blindly. Peer and peer-oriented activities do become more important to 
the individual during :



Neighborhoods

• Neighborhood can be said to be a local social unit where there is constant 
interaction among people living near one another or people of the same 
locality. In such spatial units, face to face interactions frequently take place. 

• In this sense they are local social units where children grow up. You may 
observe diverse set of people in your neighborhood who differ in caste, class 
or religion or occupation. By interacting with such diverse set of people, you 
may be exposed to various customs and practices; various occupations that 
people pursue; the skills required for such occupations and also the 
qualities possessed by those members.

• The growing child may also imbibe values of discipline and orderly 
behaviour. Interactions are at both physical and social environment 
wherein children get easily affected. If the child is surrounded by people 
who are warm and cooperative, it will get definitely transmitted to him/her. 
On the other hand if the locality is peopled by aggressive and violent group, 
it is possible that such children may learn unsocial or anti-social 
behaviours.
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